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“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe
English 11
Pre-reading Activity
1. Has anyone ever done anything to you that made you want to get revenge on them?  What did they do?

2. Have you ever gotten revenge on someone for something they did to you? What did you do to them in return? Why did you feel a need to get revenge?

3. Explain how the revenge made you feel. Did you get caught? If you had gotten caught, would that have changed the feeling the revenge gave you? Explain. 

Vocabulary
Write definitions for the following words so that you understand them when they appear in the story.

catacombs_____________________________________________________________________

virtuoso_______________________________________________________________________

impunity______________________________________________________________________

fettered_______________________________________________________________________

connoisseur____________________________________________________________________

gait___________________________________________________________________________

precluded______________________________________________________________________

retribution_____________________________________________________________________

afflicted_______________________________________________________________________

explicit________________________________________________________________________

Literary Terms Questions

Answer the following questions completely and give evidence from the text to support your answers.

1. CHARACTERIZE Montresor.  What kind of person is he? 

2. What might Fortunato’s name mean?  

3. Why might Fortunato’s name be IRONIC?

4. Give examples of IRONY in the story, including SITUATIONAL, DRAMATIC, and VERBAL IRONY.

5. How does not knowing what Fortunato did to Montresor intensify the horror of this story?

6. Would the story be better or worse if you knew what Fortunato did to Montressor?  Explain.

7. Explain how Montresor’s family motto is related to the story?  To the actions of Montresor? (The motto is on p. 170: “Nemo me impune lacessit” which is Latin for “No one insults me with impunity.”)
8. How does Montresor manipulate Fortunato?  What CHARACTER TRAITS make Fortunato easy prey for Montresor?

9. What is the setting?  What details of the setting contribute to the horror of this story?

10. Contrast the setting in the beginning of the story with the setting where Montresor takes Fortunato.

11. Explain the MOOD of this story. Give examples from the text to support your answer.

12. Who is the PROTAGONIST of this story?  Justify your answer.

13. Who is the ANTAGONIST of this story?  Defend your answer.

14. Who is the narrator of this story?  What kind of narrator is he?

15. Explain a symbol in the story. Consider something in the story that was focused on or described in more detail than you might think necessary, or get a clue from the title.
Romantic Story Analysis Chart
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Story Title: “The Cask of Amontillado”
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	Romantic Element
	Evidence in this Story

	Fantasy and Imagination
	

	Love of Nature
	

	Intense Emotion
	

	Sympathetic interest in the past, medieval
	

	Exotic Places
	

	Legends and Myths
	

	Death
	

	Morbid melancholy; insanity
	

	The Supernatural
	

	Failed Love
	

	Mysticism (spiritual intuition beyond ordinary understanding)
	

	Rural Life and the Common Man
	


